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To the Right Worſhipful, 
the Lady 


Carutring CHOLMELEY, 
the Vertuous Relit of 
S Henry CHoOLMELEY 
of Newton-Grange in Vorkshire , 
late deceaſed, 


= Tz d dence toorder the lines of my babis 

5 ES = tation at a large diftance from Jon, 
ezee® fo that 1 cannot per fonally pay th 
BED reſpefts and ſervices to your La 

ſhip which your many and maleipld 

ed favours enjoyn me to ; hence I take the boldneſs to 

preſent you with theſe few ſheets, which may be as a 


Az ſanding 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſtanding Monument and teſtimonial of my gratitude ; 
and 1 make no queſtion of a Candid reception of theſe 
papers from your Ladyſhip; ſeeing your doors 
lately were ſo freely open to the Authour, in the 
day of his diſtreſs, when he was unfit for pubs 
lick ſervice, and lay under the proud triumphs of 
a (hronical diſtemper. I find how Saint Jerome 
Dedicated ſeverall of his (ommentaries, and other 
exquiſite Pieces which he penned, to Euſtocbium, 
Marcella, Paulina , and divers other Roman 
Virgins and Matrons, which may well Apologize for 
me in this particular, ſeeing your Ladyſhip doth Syms 
pathize with thoſe renowned Saints whoſe underſtand- 
ing in the ſacred Oracles was ſo remarkable , and 
ſtupendious. Indeed it had been more modiſh ( as 
. it #5 accounted now adays) to have tendred to 
your Ladyſhip., ſome quaint Romance , ſome ſpecu- 
lative rarity, or the ſolution of ſome ſtrange 
Phenomenon , many thinking that Abanah and 
Pharpar rivers of Damaſcus, are more excel- 
lent then the waters of Jordan, or the ' pool of 
Siloam : but you know my Profeſsion leads me 
to the Goſpel of Salvation; and 1 know 
your Ladyſhips temper to be ſuch, that though 
you have a large acquaintance with the controver- 
fies of nature , yet nothing is ſo reliſhing to your 
Spiri- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Spiritualized appetite , as the certain Topicks and 
| concluſions of ſacred Scripture ; from whence 1 
take the confidence to repreſent to your - view, 
( 45s an encouraging pattern) the holy deportment 
of angelical Beings, examples beyond the reach of 
Momus, or the envy of a querulous reprebender ; 
and 1 muſt beg your Ladyſhips pardon, if I tell 
the world, that 1 believe few of your Sex go bes 
yond you , in theſe ſupernal excellencies 1am treat- 
ing of, viz, unity, purity, obedience, thank- 
| fulnelſs, and the conſtant ſervice of the great 
Creatour, the fruit and ſweetneſs of Which you 
will undoubtedly reap, when theſe heavenly meſſen- 
gers ſhall gather the Elef, from the ſeveral quarters 
of the ſpacious world ; then ſhall your Ladyſhips fer- 
vent piety, diffuſive charity, your aſsiduons meditati- 
ons, and daily ſupplications, together with your wor- 
thy reſpeft to the Lords Embaſſadours, receive their 
promiſed retribution. I have no more, but to importune 
the Divine Majeſty, that he would bleſs your Lady- 
ſhip with all manner of bleſsings in our common 
Saviour, that he would be the ſtaff and ſupport of your 
declining age, that his candle may ſhine upon your 
bead, and your tabernacle may be in peace, that your 
ſeed may be great, and your offspring as the graſs of 
the earth, that you may come to the grave in a full 
age, 
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e, as a ſhock of corn cometh in bis ſeaſon, and after 
a, may be made eternally bappy with the full enjoy- 
ment of that beatifical viſion, which the Saints long 
gnd wait for : And this ſhall ever be the fervent 
eption, of 


Madam, 
Your Ladyſhips moſt obliged, 


and moſt humble Servant 


Joun Hume. 
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Text : Philip. 3. ver. 20. 
For our (onverſation 1s in Heaven. 
ba 


z#235 Oly Saint Pawl being deputed by God to 
be the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, made 
it his buſineſs to reveal the glorious 
1 [$ Myſteries of the Goſpel to thoſe for- 
27 I lotn hearhens, who fate in darkneſs 
y andunder the region of the ſhadow of 
death , and Heaven bleſſing his ar- 
tempts and ſpiritual enterprizes, he was a main inſtrumenc 
in the conſtitution of ſeveral flouriſhing'Churches, whereof 
this of Philipp; was one ; which was a famous city and the 
M<tropolis of Macedonia: and! to the believers here he 
writes by Epaphroditus from Rome, where he was in bonds 
for the ſake of the Goſpel. Like as an indulgent Father 
fearing that his child being diſtant from him ſhould run into 
ſome miſcarriage or irregularity, writes a pathetical and mo- 
ving Epiſtle to him that he may obſerve a right decorum 
ſo our Apoſtle, being abſent from his Phzlipprans, wites his 
counſelling lines to them, that their Converſation may be 
ſuirable to their profeſſion and that they may keep within 
the due bounds-and jaſt dimenſions of holineſs -and piety. 
And whereas ſome had made a (ad excurſion, left the _ 
$:0nand turned their faces towards Sodom, negleCting 

and ſerving their luſts, therefore he adviſes them not roimt- 
tate ſuch men of Be/5al and children of perdition; but chat 
they would follow the holy =_ and pious example of 29> 
| their 
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cheir-ſpiritual gnide, and other eminent ſervantsof Jeſus 
Chnſt,who Were avyvor #3/cu3o: burning and ſhining ights 

intheir generation; and the reaſon why they ſhould walk 

after his pattern and writeafter his copy ( he tells them) is 

this,0ur Conver ſation-1s in Heaven. W hich words have vari 

Got, in locum, ous interpretations amongſt the learned : Grotius oppoſes 
them to the mw #&Hyan qeorims minding earthly things x 

and makes this the ſenſe, nos animo in Calo (wmus & Ce- 

leſtia cogitamus, our hearts are in heaven, and heavenly 

Eraſm. in lv- things are the objetts of our meditations, Eraſmme makes 
ION them run thus, 105 44 Celeſtem civitatem non terrenam per- 
tinems, - Heaven is the countrey to which wedo belong, 

Bexa in bieum, and which we are haſtning to, Bezamakes the words ſound 
thus, af m#nicipes Cali nos gerimus, we are freecitizens and 

denizens of Heaven, having arighc and a title to all its pri- 

viledges; for ſay he and others, the word malay fignifies 
maziſtratum gerere, vel muyus ant of ficium aliquod concredi- 

tom ddminiftrare, the management of ſome great office 

which hath worth-and dignity annexed to ic, Bur for all this 

tis well enough tranſlated; ow Conwerſtion: tor Saint Pawd 

ſpeaking of tus private Converſation lays,. memAird pay my 

L Occ, I have lived in all good conſcience before God 19 this day, 
IT! , Ads 23.1 And Grotimcomenting upon the words,acknowledges that 
Vi gr. ibid. madfienty Grecis ſcriptoribus eſt vite genes (equi, this word 
have relation to-any private courſe or ſtate of Iiving:and 

Beza ſpeaks the ſame upon _ ſame words, a 

Corne!. 3 Ls- Lapide & Gorran amongſt other interpretations expreſs the 
CHE leo the words thus; in terris agimss vitem puram & 
ſuni#1m guilem Angels agant in Celis: our Converſation is 

ſuited and ſquared according to the carriage and demeanour 

of the m. Heaven-z and Piſcatoy tells us, that the 

word wilder, which we tranſlate to have a Converſati- 

on, generate ſepſw iatcipirury de: imoribus & attiontbus exter- 

#is, in its.generatnonon hath telation co mangers and a; 

| tet 


- . ternal aQians, and (o the ſignification of the Textina 


an Heavenly Converſation. 2 


good (enſe may be this, We lead a heavenly life, we have 
aneye to the glorious and unſpotted Angels, and with 
them do ſpend our time in the ſerving, obeying and prat- 
ſing of the God and Father of aur Lord Jeſvs Chriſt , 
we do as the Angels do, therefore make us your patterns 
and examples, Now becauſe thefe words are uſually ſpo- 
ken of, and treated upon according to ſome of the other 
interpretations, I ſhall nor make any other enlargement 
upon the former loſes, bur ſhall handle chem in this 
laſt acceptation,and ſo from hence infiſt npon this propo- 
ſition or Doctrine, 

That it is the duty of Chriſtians upon earth, ta be [uitable 
and conformable in their carriages and conver (ations to the 
Apzels in Heaven, 

d here I ſhall examine the Angelical Converſation, 
and ſhew how ours ought to be ftmilar and proportionable 
thereunto, 

1, And firſt the Angels in Heaven lead a Converſation 
fall of puricy, there is no filthineſs or uncleanneſs among 
theſe Spiritual eſſences z holineſs is there drawn to- the 
life, and purity js in-its lower, there is no filthy Sodomite, 
no propaene Eſau, or defiled Reuben , 20 pitch of iniquity 
Rains their white robes, all pure Ermins, none wallow! 
in the mire of any finful abomination. 'Tis true indeed, _, 
the Heavens are not pure in Gods (ight, and his Angels be ne 
chargeth with folly, not as if there wee any reall pallution 
in the Angelical nature, bur 'tis ”— in a comparative 
way, aS if Eliphazſhould ſay, All the holineſs of Angels is 
impurity, and all their wiſdom darkneſs and folly,it it be 
laid in the ballance with the wiſdom and halineſs of t 
ever-glorious Gods according to that inthe 1 Corinh. 

I Chap, 25. ver, the [nib God « wiſer they men, 
aud the makne[s of God «þ ronger then men.y butas to = 
2 n- 
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Angels this we know, that asthey are mighty in reſpe&t 
of their power, 3 The|, 1, 7, (0 ey may be termed holy 
in reſpect of their unſpotred purity, 

So Chriſtians ſhould evidence an Heavenly Converſati- 
on by their purity,they name the name of Chriſt & ſhould 
depart from iniquity : tqr indeed Chriſtianity is nothing 
Elſe but an imitation of Ae divine nature, and a reducing 
of a mans (elf to the image of God, which conſiſts in righ- 
reouſne(s and holineſs, That Chriſtians ſhould be pure 
was ſhadowed out in the firſt Centuries of the Church, 

| when as thoſe who were baptized, for certain days toge- 

Niceph. ther wore their white Stoles, betokening whe holineſs of 
the ſtate into which they were tranſlated; which made the 
Deacon bring out the white garment to one Zlpidophorys 
that had revolted from the faith, telling him that he 
would keep it as a monument and memorial of his Apo- 

$ic plinias fſtacy. So the Primitive Chriſtians made a ſtrit Covenanr 

ſecun.ad Trajz, that they would not run into the noted crimes of theft, 
robbery, or adultery , or into the more private evils of 

Euſcb.1ib.z. breaking truſt, or denying to reſtore the committed 

Cap. 30. pledge : thus it becomerh us. And 

1, Let purity goalong with our meditations, God hath 

The moraliſt 1mplanted in man a pondering,conſulting facultyzwhereby 

cars i. hecanexerciſea reflex at, and hold a conference with his 

whichhede- Own ſoul: ſometimes we retire and ſequeſter our ſelves 
knestobe { a5 js our duty ) from the clamiours of our© worldly trans- 

OE **.: ations, then ſhould our thoughts be holy, then ſhould 

-5» ex] oy, we meditate of Gods works of wonder, of his acts of crea- 

Ariſtot. tion and providence,of his power in forming, and care in 
preſerving ſublunary things z thus David conſidered the 

Pſal, 8.3." Heavens, the Moon, and the Stars which God had ordained, 
We ſhould think of our primitive > (ry wilfal apoſta- 

cy, our gracious recovery by Jeſns Chriſt ; of our pre- 
ſent eſtate and condition, our futuredecay and — 
' the 
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the joyes of Heaven, and the miſery of thoſe that ſhall 

ſuffer a ſeparation from God, Two Cardinals riding to 

the Councel of Trent, found 2 poor man mourning 

overa Toad, being asked the reaſon, he told them he 

was in contemplation of Gods goodneſs, who had nor 

made him like that ſorry. and contemptible creature 

which made one of them cry out with Saint Auguſt, 1n- 

dofti calum rapiunt, the illiterate take Heaven by vio- 

lence. We ſhould haveacare that in our meditations we 

entertain not a thought derogatory to the Divine Gran- 

deur, or an imagination which oppoſes it ſelf againſt the 

intereſt of Chriſt z that our thoughts be not as the filthy 

ſteamings of the bottomleſs pit ; that we deviſe not inm- 

quity upon our beds, and in the morning praQtiſe it when Micab 2, 1. 

it is in the power of our hands: thatwe be nor as the fool 

who ſaid in his heart there is yo God , let us rather be as 

David whoſe meditation of God was ſweet ; and as the 

"bleſſed man whoſe delight is in the law of the Lord, and 

who meditates init day and night, : 

2, Let purity alſo accompany our expreſſions, The 

tongue is a member ever in uſe, ler usaccuſtom it to ſpeak 

the language of Canaan, and words ſavoury and gracious, 

and tending to the edification of the hearers, Evil com- | 
munication, and filthy ſpeaking, ler ic be far from us, ler 228927: 
us not uſe our tongues todaubover a ſpecious fin, a noto- "7 ® 
rious crime, leſt we prove the Devils Oratoursz that our 't&m3, 
words be not as poiſonous arrows let fly againſt holineſs %2 4 w- . 
and piety, wounding Chriſt through the ſides of religion: ; ant x6]4- 
let us beware that our tongues be not ſet on fire from Tv, z0y pJ- 
Hell, venting nothing but wrath and paſſion, and ſo we ue m7? 2ce- 
be incendiaries anddiſturbers of thoſe communities and ſo- 729) i114 1- 
cieties in which weare placed, Abovealller us take heed 7! 7” ©” 
of vain ſwearing, Atheiſtical expreſſions, profane and Chryſoſi.in 4. 
frothy jeſts, the DialeR of the ungodly, and the mode of Epbe- Hom.1 4. 

| B 3 our 
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., Oourlicentious times; remembring that blaſphemy is a ſin 
ng Gu which direQly ſtrikes at the Divine Majeſty,and they are © 
Ghriſtum bla- AS inexculſable who abuſe Chriſts Name,now be is reign- 
ſphemant re- ing in Heaven, as thole Jews who managed his Crucifixi- 
, 3: on here upon earth, Let us therefore imitate the kingly 
qui crucifixe- Prophet, who kept his mouth with a bit and a bridle, leſt 
nt £7944" he ſhould offend: and as thoſe pious ones, Mal. 3. 17, 
Auguſtin, = Who ſpake oftew one to another , and encouraged each other 

in the ſervice of God in times of profaneneſs and Apo- 


F ur vel ple ſacy, 

pror contume- 

liam infert Dev in poſſeſhonibus ſubditorum, homicida in ſubditir, blaſphemiee verd ei contumee« 
liam fert in propri perſons: ſecundum enim ſublimitatem perſona cuicommittiBur offenſa aug - 
mentatur culpa, Parald. lib. 2+ dc vitio Lingue. 


3, Purity alſo ſhould go along with our ations, and 

we ſhould have engraven upon them, holineſs wnto the 

Lord: a bribe ſhould not cleave to our fingers, nor with 

Ephraim ſhould. we hold the balances of deceit s fraud 

and conſenage, oppreſſion and rapine ſhould be abhorred 

by us : the tears of the needy muſt not be our drink, nor 

their groans our muſick, We ſhould not build our cities 

with bloud, nor eſtabliſh our houſes by iniquity, left the 

ſtone cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber an- 

ſwer it, and ſo we conſult ſhame to our houſes, and fin 

againſt our ſouls, We ſhould not uſe Ziba's policy to ger 

an eſtate , nor Fezabels cunning, to obtain a vineyard ; 

Suetonius de Or the ſubcilry of that Rowan Empercur, who did ad- 
Veſpa. vance to the higheſt offices, the coverous and moſt o_ 
cious extortioners, on purpoſe that after they bad notably 

enricht themſelves, to make them criminals, and {© to 

ſeize upon their fortunes, Let us not do fo, conſidering 

riches ill got prove like mountains of ſnow which preſent- 

ly melt away, and (eldome make happy the third gene- 

ration, Therefore let that of the Apoſtle ſound in Qur ears 

con- 
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continually as a- counterbane againſt all injuſtice, 1 Theſ. 
4. 6, Let no man go beyond or defrand his brother in any 
matter, for the Lords the avenzer of all ſuch, 

2 The Angels in Heavea lead a converſation full of 
Unity; thereare no ſtrites or unneceſlary jarrings z no di- 
viſionsamongſt them, like thoſe of Rewben z no ſtrug- 
gling, like Facob and Eſas, for priority in thenew Feru- 
[alem. -There is no oppoling Fannes or Fambres ; no 
Sheba to blow the trump ot rebellion z no hot diſputes 
and unvrotherlycavils ; no Harpyes or- Vultures amongſt 
theſe birds of Paradiſe, but a rare harmony, a ſweet com- 
poſure, united affeions, the ſpiritual love-knot firm- 
pl tied ; all agreeing in the ſervice of the great Creatour : 
o we ſhould manifelt our Converſation to be Heavenly, by 
our Unity ; and ſhould endeavour to oteit, 

I, {nche ſtate or kingdom in which we liveyz and to 
this purpoſe ſhould have a care of civil and. inteſtine di(- 
ſeations, of taking the gantlet up one againſt another, 
of ſetting Manaſſeh againſt Ephraims, and Ephraim _ 
Mangſeh , this will tend to our hurt and prejudice, diviſi- 
oa being the true forernnner of deſtruction z which the 
heathen repreſented to his ſons by a parcel of arrows, 


7 


which being in a bundle could not be broken, but caken $9/urue. 


ſingly were preſently ſnapt aſunder, Unity makes a 

ple ſtrong and victorious, formidable and bear 71 wa 
when they crumble into Sets and Factions, then like 
Reuben they loſe their excellency, and become weak as 
water, The Grecsaz Monarchy was . glorious while the 


nels, Ic is moſt. true of Kingdoms whar is reported of the vane religio- | 


pumice ſtone, grandis innea',comminstss mergiter, being ton. 1 ivfiue, 
in 
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in one entire lump ir ſwims, but when- once broken it 

ſinks in the water; ſo they; Unanimity makes them ſtand 

and number our their peaceable Centuries, but diviſion 

takes the Crown from the head, and lays their honour in 
theduſt;ſorhac thoſe places that looked big in the records 
of fame, lye now obſcure under the line of confuſion, and ' 

the ſtones of emptineſs, Thereforeler us ſtrive to preſerve 

national peace, and then we may expe it ſhall be with us, 

as with the holy tribes in the days of Solomon , Fudah and 

I[rael dwelt [afely, every man under his Vine and Fig-tree, 

from Dan even untoBeer-ſheba, 1 King.a.2 5. 

2, Let us labour after Uniry in the Church and Ec- 

clefiaſtical aſſemblies; imitating the Primitive Converts, 

gnus Deus Who were all of one mind; and like to the people in Zepha- 
enim,&@ (Chri- niah, Chap, 3, ver, 9, who were to ſerve the Lord with 
ror ors == one conſent, We ſhould be careful ro ſhun the Corjnthi- 
& fider una, ans Schiſm, I am of Panl, I am of Apollos ,, and thealter- 
& plebs in {*- cations of the Church in the days of Arius and Athana- 
Unitaremcore ſis, who differed ſo much in their Doxologies, Nothing 
cordie gluino 1s more (ad and un-edifying then contentions among 
copule'. |, Profeſlours ; when the Preachers Pulpit, and the peoples 

it. Eccle laſh one againſt another,it takes off the beauryf 

anit. Eccleſ. pewsclaſh one againſt another,it the beautyfrom 
our Religion,and ſhuts the door againſt rhoſe,thar(it may 
be otherwiſe ) would have entred into the fold of Chriſt, 

So ſharp and virulent they were inthe Sacramentarian 

Melch. 44s, Controverſie,that Strigelizs wiſhed himſelf in the graves 
, invit.rbeol. and it was one of Lathers prayers about the ſame time, a 
G__ piece of his Litany, ab inutil:bus queſtionibus liberet Do- 
211u5 ſuam eccleſiam, that God would deliver his Church 

from needleſs and diſtrating queſtions : and the truth is, 

axes and hammers, troubleſome diſputes, and contenti- 

ous broiles, ſhould not be heard in Gods SanQuary ; 

{mooth Evangelical Dodrines, and the New Command- 
ment (our Saviours Legacy ) ſhould be imbraced by 

| us, 
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us, There was little of God in the earthquake, the ren- 1 Kin. rg. 1s, 

ding wind, and the flaming fire the ſoft ſtill voyce was '** 

his Emblem, Paffion and animohitics are not off-springs 

+ of heaven, bur branches iſſuing from the root of bitter-- 

neſs: therefore let us follow peace, let not the cloak of Net invenitur 

jealouſie, but the garments of love be in faſhion amongſt [mae wm 

us: and if we will be medling with Drum and Trumpet, fragore vet 

letit be to ſound aretreat, and beat a parley in order to 8%, {c4 inwo- 

the allay of thoſe hoſtilities which have peſtred the hs 

Church of God; remembring alway beati pacifici, bleſſed ſucrudinis, 

m_ peacemakers, for they ſhall be called the children of op 
3- The Angels lead a converſation full of order and 

regularity, That there is a beautiful order amongſt theſe 

celeſtial ſpirits almoſt all the Fathers have aſſerted, eſpe- 1. G.... ;« 


cially Dionyſius and Gregory have been (o poſitive, as to Rom. 8.38. 


divide them into three ranks or Ternions, As pr «frmat eſſe 
. . m 
1, Seraphim, Thrones, Cherubins, no gn, 
2, Dominations, Principalities and Powers, in Regno Ca- 


lorum, & in 


3.Mights, Arch-angels and Angels And the above na- ,, 007.1 
med Gregory allegorizing upon that place where 'ris ſaid, 
the woman having ten pieces of money loſt one, applies it to 
our purpoſe; the piece which was loſt, ſays he, was the, _.. 
part of the faln Angels, the other nine were the nine Ss, greed 
orders of Angels who kept their ſtation ; and the find- Luc. 
ing of the money again was by making man in their ſtead: Jjum" ade 
and commenting upon the 28 of Ezek, and 13, ver, he Aquinas, & 
makes the nine pretious ſtones there mentioned to be *f-m-r co 
chenine orders of Angels, The Jews alſo have an anci- pr nan 
ent tradition, that there are ſeven principal Angels which graduun po/t 
miniſter beforethe throne of God and are called Arch- 40m. Jn. 
angels, theſe they ſay arethe ſeven eyes of the Lord ho, Yuaſt. 


which run to and fro through the whole earth, Zech,4.10, 193 2-7. 
nd Vide Meade {8 


locum. 
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Aad thoſe that are againſt the Hierarchies of Dionyſius, 
Hiero, Zanc. yer acknowledge an order amongſt the Angels quoad offi- 
lik aceap-14, * Cium, though not ones naturam, as they determine, 
Bur eſpecially the holy Scriptures ſeem to countenance 
this aflertion,by telling us of che Archangel, of Thrones, 
Dominions and Principalities, which make it at leaſt a 
| _ dorine, So wey our Converſation ſhould be 
eavenly as to its order,which as I ſaid of our Unity,oughrt 
to be conſpicuous both in our Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 

olity, 
: 4 to the Civil Government , order ſhould be 
Gruer untm There: every one ought to know and keep his ſtation: 
ſequuniur ordi= Order was obſerved by God in making the greater and 
Hicto. opift iz |cfler lights, and by giving to man, as a more noble 
Kut. Creature, the preheminence : Order js obſerved by the 
irrational creatures, the fowls of the air, and beaſts of the 
—— field follow their reſpe&ive leaders; The ftarrs 
ry un #- in their courſes fought againſt $ſera, It is not fir 
gregibus, & that every Swain ſhould ger into the Oak of Reforma- 
MM. £00, nor that the vulgar multitude ſhould equalize 
nut,in o#&y. themſelves with thoſe whom God hath: dignified with 
nobility, God hath made high and low, rich and 
poor; not onely the heards-men, but the Nobles of 
Aulus gel, Tekoeh, The very Heathens cried out of irregularity, 
no. Artic, When Yendidius Baſſws ( one of a mean parentage ) 
CO vw was choſen Conſul; and looked upon it as the 
x eateſt rarity their times had produced, Add to this, 
OuNy Þ fTws = the book of God hath declared to us the fatal 
6xohpH 5 Exzt of Corah, Dathan and Abiram, who were fa- 
"roy. - 37 Mous ( or rather infamous ) for their conſpiracy againſt 
21Toy #9, x&; Moſes and Aaron, A levelling principle hath no warrant 
«oedxuz. from the divine oracles, therefore let us all order our 
A ME ſelves lowly and reverently to our ſuperiours; let — 
the 
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the child behave himſelf proudly againſt the ancient, 
and the baſe againſt the honourable, 7ſa, 5. 3, remem- 
bring, that it is bur firand reaſonable, that the lefler Spo- 
_ ſhould always vail to the ſtarrs of the firſt mag- 
nirude, | 

2, Order in like manner ſhould be obſerved as to Jetfe rnim © 
the Eccleſiaſtical regiment, *Tis not fit every ignaro ſunr hareſer, & 
ſhould rurn Preacher, that the Gibeonite who is a 51s ſune 
hewer of wood, ſhould take upon him op Sompudry atmates 
to divideche Word of Truth, or that the tradeſman 994 /acerders 
ſhould throw off the leathern apron and inveſt him- on _ 
ſelf with the linen Ephodz or that thoſe ſhould Cyprian.epitt 
climb into che mount with Moſes, who ought to ſtand 55+ 
below with the people, God is not the God of con- 
fuſion, but of Order in the Churches, 1 Cor, 14. 33. 
Separate me, (ays he, Barnabas and Sawu!,torthe work | 
have for them to do: and how critical would Sainr 
Paul have Timothy in Impoſition of hands, ſhewing yidexs diabolns 
that Ordination ſhould not be given for fear and fa- **mpi deme. | 
vour, but to the moſt holy and deſerving as Alexan- mp 4 
der left the Empire o# ze2m5 to him that was the rantis mediare- 
beſt and meerteſt for rule and government, And in- GOES 
deed want of Order hath been the riſe of thoſe moſt hernico; movir, 
pregnant Hereſies which have been the trouble of onr 7 /womcat 
Church and the bane of our Religion , this hath been 2in« refite- 
the worm that hath conſumed our flouriſhing gourd, ren Chr/frane, 
and hath made our Church reſemble Antigonus, who >f his. = 
was painted imagine lu[c4, with one eye or half a face, cap. 51. 
wanting its becoming features: therefore let us imi- 
tate the Coloſsians, who had nor onely m5» but wir, 
Faith towards God, but Order amongſt themſelves, mw, Paatio- 
Coloſ, 2, 5, not as ſome of the Theſſalonians, who wem nou ſer- 
walked «Tau; not keeping = ſtations z ler us not 292 Bern '® 


lacum, 
2 tollow 
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Zcce habes Ee-fgjlow thoſe erratical ſtarrs and unſettled meteors that 
ef Frm, Cannot abide confinement to their proper orbes: or 
oli equifalſos as the Untamed Colt that cannot endure fences and in- 
jufif.catores,®\ co ſures, Let us not with forgetful Shimez, paſs over 
weros pracipita- 
wFinijlls the brook Kidron, but let that of the Apoſtle take place 
_ foo . with us, Brethrep let every man wherein he ts called therein 
TD " abide with God, 1 Corinth,7. 24. 
Auguſt, in 4. The Angels in Heaven lead a Converſation full of 
#14f.8.Johan. Shedience and ſervice, Auguſtine and Gregory both tell 
us; that Angelorum vocabulum nomen eſt of ficii non natu- 
re, that the word Angel is more ſuitable to their im- 
ployments and offices, then to their natures and eſſences; 
tor in propriety of ſpeech it ſignifies a meſſenger ſenc 
from this or the other ſuperiour concerning ſuch affairs as 
are moſt emergent: hence theſe. blefled ones in Heb, 
I, 14, areſtiled Tvduglz aalypyiry miniſtring ſpirits 
and indeed very ready -and aQtive they are in the ob(er- 
vance of the divine mandates, and in theexecution of 
their Makers pleaſure, There is no torpoy or lazineſs ſeizes 
on them, they are not as Solomons {luggard, or the {e- 
cure $idoxians ; but as the wheels of Amminadab (o 
are they, or as the nimble lightning which with incre- 
dible ſwiftneſs darts it ſelf through the airy region: One 
goes and feeds Eliah, another direfts Corneliws, ano- 
ther deſtroyes Sennacheribs army, another releaſes Peter, 
and at the laſt day they ſhall gather the Ele& from 
the four winds of Heaven, to the new Jeruſalem, * 
 Sowe;, let us ſhew our Converſation to be Heaven- 
ly by our obedience, and let us ſerve our God 
I, Timely and early,in the morning and ſpring of our 
days: letus not ſacrifice to our luſts and Satan the flow- 
er of our youth, and give the Almighty the lame and 
blind offering of our decrepitage, Let us be like 0badi- 
ah, 
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ah, who feared the Lord from his youth; remembring 
that under the law God would have the firſt fruits of 
the ears of corn, as well as of their riper grain g and that 
a young Timothy, a Solomon, and a Samnel, have ever 
been the greateſt favourites of the King of Heaven, | 

2, Letus obey our God willingly and freely z not as fin cafris 
the ſlave that is afraid of the laſh of his Maſter, and ſo nl 
cugs at the Oar : let not aflaviſh fear, but a holy love be «4 omne impe- 
the incentive to our duty ; letus ſerve our great Sovereign [7 iniem- 
as well out of choice as neceflity ; let our tempers and fry hic mili- 
diſpoſitions in this particular comply not with the ſturdy #2 [canon 
Oak, but the bending Willow, that when God ſays ;rads quorung; 
ſeek my face, our ingenuous ſouls may eccho out the Pſal- vecantem impe- 
miſts reſpond, Lord thy face we will ſeek, he Conf _ 

3. Let us ſerve our God indifferently ; not to pick cp. 14- 
and chuſe of his precepts, minding onely thoſe that 
are moſt teaſible and leaſt repugnant to our ſenſual ap- 
petites, Let us meekly pertorm even a difficult com- 
mandment, and with Facob, endure the heat of the day 
and the cold of the night, Let us be willing, with 
Abraham, to ſacrifice the Son of the promiſe, it God call 
for him, and to go to Calvary and Moriah as well as 
Oliver, if icbe the injunRtion of our Heavenly Father, 

4. Let us ſerve God conſtantly : let him have the 
morning and the evening ſacrifice, the daily tribute of a 
= devotion ; and if a day have paſſed wherein we 

ave not yielded unto God our bounden duty, let us 

mark it in our Calendar, as the Roman Emperour, with ar=« dormicur- 
diem perdidi, this was a piece of loſt time, Ler our loyns \* povenir 
be always girded and our lamps continually burning, 1», nec tio 
that the Son of man may not find us idle, As the !9p:1tibus bea- 
Heavens do not ceaſe their motions, nor the ſun to pace jj, juror” 
it chrough the Zodiack, and the fountains of water to Prafp, 
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fend forth their refreſhing ſtreams, ſo let not Chriſtians 
give over their ſpiritual exerciſes, let them not ere their 
Hercules pillars, but let their motto be plus ultra, we 
preſs forward toward the mark for the prize of the high cal- 
ling of God in Chriſt Feſas, Phil, 3, 14. 

5. The Angelsin Heaven lead a converſation full of 
abſtratedneſs from the world and all its enjoyments, 


 Angelsare not taken with our ſenſual pleaſures and earth- 


ly delights; the plenty of the fields, the income of the 
flocks, andthe fruit of the vine, to them are inſignificant, 
the moſt Epicurean dainties are by them deſpiſed, If 
Heliogabalus were to make his feaſt, and Cleopatra to 
wo. as cups with the moſt orient peari, they would be 
as an infipid thing to the Angelical palate, Let us kill a 
kid for thee, ſays Manoah to the Angel, but he replied, 
though thou detain me,yet 1 will not eat of thy bread, Judg, 
I3, 15,16, Sowes let us ſhew our Converſation to be 


- heavenly, by our undervaluing of earthly things; let not 


the world be our beloved Del:{ah, neither let us idolize a 
creature enjoyment, Let not our hearts long after the 
fleſhpots of Zgypr, nor ſay to the wed eof gold, thou 
art my confidence, Let us conſider, theſe things are unſuit- 
able to our immortal ſouls, which are buds of Heaven, 
and bloſloms of eternity, bubbled from the fountain of 
ſpirits, and which cannot be truly ſatisfied till they center 
and repoſe themſelves in God the onely complement of 
real happineſs and felicity, Beſides, earthly comforts 
are inconſtant and uncertain, and ſo not fit obje&s for 
our love; thereis a deal of impoſture in ſublunary content- 
ments,and they have their flux and reflux,like the floating 
Evuripnus, You ſhall ſee one to day upon mount Psſgab, 
and by and by he takes up hislodging in Hadadrimmoy the 
vale of tears: megle mw yn 7s 450pr, Mays the —_ 

e 
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ſtle, che faſhion of the world paſſes away, 1 Corinth, 7, 31, 7992 deſun- 
The w {ork wecan Aa ther world BY iSadying {,,, dar" 
Taper, a fading Meteor, or an Abortive which in one day _— 
fills che Catendar both with its birch and diffolucion. ,:1,27 5.7 
Such a fickleneſs in theſe terrene acquirements , . that jdere, moments 
Alexander made a ſword to be portrayed upon a table Mer mots 
within a wheel, intimating that what he had got by COn- codem diein quo 
queſt was ſubje& to be changed and altered by the wheel > ayer nary 
of fortune, A Epilt. 
And Seſoſtris having his Chariot drawn with four Ca- 4. 
ptive Kings, obſerved one of them ever and anon to look 
behind him; being asked the reaſon, (aid, cogito de, 
mutabilitate fortune, | am meditating of the alterations of ve1#ss vel fi; 
fortune, for that = of the wheel which is the higheſt, is 120%, mon 4r- 
preſently againthe loweſt, which to me is an emblem of j,.;,,; ,u: 


the inconſtancy of earthly joyes, nobis viventi- 


bus amittenda, 
aut nobi; mortuis 2 quibus neſcimus ( vel forte 2 quibus — poſeidende, Deus eff qui fe- 
lices facit, qui efÞ mentiumwvera opulentia, Auguſt, de Civit, Dei lib. 5. cap. 18. 


Let usalſo take a ſurvey of their uſeleſneſs as to the 
help of onr afflicted bodies , a velver ſlipper cannot cure 
the gour, nor the gold of 0phir ranſom us from a diſtem- 
per. All our affluence cannot repaira breach in our clay 
cottages, but we lieand die upon our languiſhing couches 
notwithſtanding worldly afſiſtances, Neither can they 
in the leaſt advantage our ſouls :all the oyl in the world 
cannot {mooth the face of a galled conſcience, nor all the Xec fortuns 
wine exhilarate the ſpiritof a guilty criminal, Tis ſaid —_— 
of Tiberius, that all the divertiſements of the Empire quis torments 
were not able to ſecure him from inward ſcourges, ©# fare 
and as for the redemption of our ſouls, we know that * 
cannot be with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, 
but onely with the blowd of Feſns Chriſt, 1 Per. —_— 

There- 
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hon tevere qu# , Therefore let us liveby fairh and not by fight; mind 
mundi, ut #9 thoſe things that are eternal, and not dote on thoſe that 
reneamini in are tranſitory and temporal, Ler us not content our ſelves 
ua re poſiiden.. With the prodigals husks, when as we may eat of the tree 
rar, #0» prſsi- Of life in the midſt of the paradiſe of God, Let us nor a- 
_ dore the broken Ciſterns and deſpiſe the water- of the 
Fine ind. heavenly Bethlehem. Let us with Moſes have an eye to the 
derio, Gregor. recompence of reward, to the” Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
Homil. 14: ® nd to the exceeding eternal weight of glory; and though 
we muſt uſe theſe worldly things, yet let them be onely as 
a neceſſary viaticum in our journey towards our defired 

home, | 
Laſtly, the Angels in Heaven iead a Converſation 
eminent tor praiſe and thanktulneſs, This is the Saints 
everlaſting work, they make up a heavenly quire, and 
are ever ecchoing out their melodious notes, There 
the ſons of the morning ſhout with joy: David tunes his 
harp, and Meſes and Deborah fing; their ſongs of deliver- 
ance, Were we but a while rapt with Saint Pawl into 
the third Heaven, what praiſes ſhould we hear them give 
tothe Father of Spirits, who hath ſettled them in erer- 
nal bliſs, ranſomed them from the flames of the infernal 
Topher, and hath made them Kings and Prieſts anto 
himſelf, The Scriptures record ſome of their Anthems, 
how they ſay Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, Thou 
art worthy to receive honour and glory and power, for thou 
haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they are and were 

created, Revel, 4.11, 

So we; let our Converſation be Heavenly in reſpe& of 
Fid. praconisa Our continued praiſes z they are a ſpecial ſacrifice we owe 
in Gr 2114, to God, he ought to have the Calves of our Lips, and moſt 
ferent. Euſeb. rightly doth inherit the praiſes of.1ſrael : hence the Jews 
cap-56-57-5% had this godly uſage, that in their writings when they 
= f named 
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named God, they did inſert this abbreviature, the holy, or 

the bleſſed one; and when they celebrated the paſs- 

over, at the end thereof they had the great Halelujah, 

conſiſting of ſeveral Euchariſtical Pſalms, Let us in 

like manner ſpeak good of his name with Facob, Gen, Quiſqwi e: 
32, 10, and with Abraham, ever and anon eret an al- m973*/um,bve 
tar to the Lord the everlaſting God, Plato thanked [,jamiaris ge- 
God he was a man, not a bruit , a Grecian, nota Barba- »* accidir, «r 
rian, How highly did Darius reſent the kindneſs of Poly- ri rnndogery 
ſtratus,vho brought him alittle water before his depat- gratesreferre 
ture, Let not the heatheng,out-vie us who have a nobler 7 nnat” 
and diviner light to guide us, and more rich and glorious ger, Alexandro 
priviledges z Let us praiſe our God for the formation of **'9 4#%pro <jus 
our bodies, which are Fon and wonderfully made, | ray 
which are animated with rational and immortal ſouls, c-mentis, Ju- 
when as we might have been as the horſe and the *i* #2. 
mule in whom there is no underſtanding: as alſo for 

the redemption of us, that he hath kept us from fink- 

ing in that ſad abyſs of fin and miſery whereinto we 

were plunged, that when by our prevarication we had 

made our ſelves children of wrath, .that. he gave his .. 
Son to make an atonement for us, and to reconcile us to 

himſelf through the Bloud of the everlaſting Covenant, 

Let us bleſs him for our preſervation, that we are (e- 
cured from ſad miſchances and diretul caſualties; that we 
eſcape the ſnare of the towler and the net of the 
hunter z that he protects us from the rage of bruits, the 
fury of Elements, the rod of the oppreſſour , and the 
hand of the enemy: Bleſs we him likewiſe for the 
conſervatives of lite z that we have bread to eat and 
raiment- to put On, thar the gates are not black- with 
famine, nor the wells dry without water z but that we 
have the\dew of Heaven, the tat of the Earth, = 

10- 
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kidneys of wheat, and the pure bloud of the grape , that 
the clouds drop fatnefs, affording us the former and later 
rain in their ſeaſons , that he makes peace within our boxr- 
ders, that our {words areturned into plowſhares, and our 
pron v7 rr war into pn hooks, 0 that we fir 
PEacea our vines and fig-trees, none to 
make ry Let not the ſtains of : bats ingrati- 
tude cleave to us, that we Lghily efteems the Rock of our 
ſalvation, Let us not be as the Athenians, who baniſhed 
moſt of their noble Philoſophers after they had done 
ſuch worthy atchievements for them z ot as the Romans 
who exiled Scipio Africanss , after he had made their 
City the miſtreſs of the World , this is not handfom 
carriage towards ſo good a Beneiatonr: Bur letus fay, 
Dexs nobis hec otia fecit, the Lord hath done great things 
for us whereof we are glad ; and therefore bleſs the Lord 
O our fouls, and all —_— us fie His holy 
Name: Bleſs the Lord O boiſe of 1jratl, bleſs the Lord 0 
houſe of Aaron , bleſsed be the Lord out of Sion wha awelleth 
in Feru(alem, Pſal, 135. 19, Theſe gratulations will be 
Acc e to the Almighty, and ſpeedily enter the ears 
of the Lord of Sabbaoth, theſe are pemion: Cnc 'agy- 
0ipuz,a foretaſt of Heaven, and a ſweet preludium to onr 
everlaſting duty, 

All which by way of improvement and Application 
may teach us to learn this great leſſon of imitating the 
holy Angels, and to follow their divine example, Con- 
formity to the Church Militant is the ſcruple of many, 
and is yet the diſpute of our times, but none, 1 , 
will be ſo bold as to quarrel with the Church Trium- 
phant , they above can pretend to the docrineof In- 
fallibility in a higher meafure then the Papal chair , 
and ſo we may fafcly be cheir imitatours, Therefore w 

the 
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the Iſraelites in their paſſage to the earthly Canaan, had 
an eye tothe Clond and Pillar of fire; thus we in our jour- 
ney to the heavenly , ought well co heed thoſe glorious 
Seraphims, thoſe burning lights, for ſotheir name im- 
ports , the Sepruagint rendring them %umrpnozs , combe- 
rentes wel incendentes, becauſe they were inflamed with 
the fireof the Divine love, 
Seneca uſed ro ſay, whereſoever I gol carry Demetri- 
#5 along with mes and writing 70 his triend Lucilins, he Elige Catonems 
bids him ſer before him Cato or Zelivs, or ſome perſon w* remiſcioris 
that walked moſt exaMy according to the Canon of Mo- T';1jum, jtum 
rality. So ler us fer before us theſe Angelical Beings, ſemper i o- 
tread in their ſteps, that our Converſations may be re-"% _ 
ular, and we may rake the right road to Eternal Glory : emplum,Senec, 
either ler us obje& and ſay, alas howcan we imitate Feilt. » :. 
them, they are ſpotleſs and perfe& Creatures, not com- 
poſed of contrary qualities ; but we are kept down with 
the poize of the body, the tyes of ſenſe, and the ſolici- 
rations of a carnal appetite, Well if we cannot be as ab- 
folutely holy as they , muſt we aſe no endeavoms to be 
holy ar all * muſt the Scholar throw away his Book, 
becauſe he cannor arrive at the knowledge of his teach- 
er? or the Apprentice his tools, becauſe he cannot equa- 
lize the Maſter Workmans Let us ftrive and beſtir 5/4 porn: 
our ſelves and beg of God the affiſtance of his enlivening $09,011” 
Spirit, that we may walk and nor be Weary, and run and woos; oportes, 
not fajnt, Let us do in this caſe as Phaltiel che fon of —_ —_—_ 
Laiſh, who went weeping behind his wife to Babwrirs ; ofa copees & 
ſo ſeeing in the paths of righteouſneſs we cannot hold an (27:3: «5 ain 
Angels pace, let us followbehind lamenting the defeRts 3 Confiane 
of our duty, and the blemiſhes of aur Converſation, and #. 1. cap. 22. 
what is wanting in our obedience asto its perfeRtion, let it 
be ſupplied in the fincerity, 
D 2 But 
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Uſe 2, But inthe ſecond place, if we are to imitate the holy 
Angels, how may it reprove many who having taken up- 
on them the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, have nothing of 
an Heavenly reſemblance in their Converſations, Come 
to Purity, their ſouls are ſinks of fin and cages of un» 
cleanneſs ; their tables are full of vomit, their mouthes 
full of curſings end execrations, their hands beſmeared 
with bloud, and by their cuſtom in ſinning they have con- 
traced the ſpots of the Leopard. and the blackneſs of the 
Ethiopian, Come to Unity, they ſpurn at it together 
with brotherly love: like Salamanders they live in the 
fire of contention, ſet open the temple of Fanus and ſa- 
crifice unto fury, They are for the torrid Zone of quarrels 
and diſpurations,as if the temperate climate of moderation 
were inhabitablez and with-Neyo ſtrive to make a confla- 
gration, hoping to warm their hands at theſe deſtruſtive 
flames,Come to Order, many regard not this; they would 
turn Monarchy into Democracy, and make the nobles of 
Tſratl ſervile Chams, they would have the ſpade and 
{cepter of equal value,and upon all magiſterial Supremacy 
would pronounce the Edomites language , down with it, 
down with it, even to the ground? How diſorderly are 
many as to the Church, they would have Aaroz to lay a- 

Qui contempris fide his breaſt-plate,and think that any as well as the law- 

ago 1; ful Prieſt may offer the Divine incenſe, ſetting a temple 

bus, conſtiruere UPON Mount Gerizin in oppoſition to that of Feruſalem, 

audent alind placing men over Congregations without the Divine di- 

rat Low, (poſition, make Miniſters without Ordination, the 
plague and bane of Religion fitting not in the Paſtoral but 

Cypr. 8d. in the Peſtilenial Chair, as Cyprian complains, Come to 
Obedience, how many negle& the Duties of the firſt and 
ſecond Table,they are for an eafie Religion,8& can be con- 
cent to be perſwaded that the Antzvomian Dottrines = 

the 
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the greateſt verities, Come to Abſtracednels from the 
world, how many are ſtrangers to it ? the world and their 
ſouls cleave one to another, as Fonathans did to David: 
the mammon of unrighteouſnels is their adored Deity: 
they labour tor the bread that periſhes and heap up gold 


as duſt z as if they made an agreement with Hell, and a /abenti inhere- 


Covenant with the grave, and as if their bodics were like 
the (cales of Leviathan which could not be pierced with 
the Spear of death, 

. And laſtly come to praiſe, how many have a taking 
hand, but no praiſe-ſpeaking mouth*they take no notice 
of the Divine Goodneſs, but applaud _ their own 
induſtry, and reſt upon ſecond cauſes: like the Egyptian 
Husbandmen that worſhipped Nilus, but never looked 
up to him that made it overflow its banks, This is the 
caſe of too many who name the Name of Chriſt:and (ach 
untoward. Converſations many of ns lead that 'tis to be 
feared God will yet ſend deſtroying Angels againſt us,thar 
ſeeing we will not regard them as examples, we ſhall feel 
them as executioners, 


If we are to imitate the holy Angels, let itbe matter of Hſe 3. 


Caution to us that we do not follow Satan and his Apo- 
ſtate Legions, thoſe groſs revolters from God, who for 
their Crimes were thrown out of the third Heaven into 
 thelower regions, and are kept in chains of darkneſs till 
the judgement of the Great Day, What a Converſation 
the Devil leads I ſhall ſhew in a few Particulars, 

1, Heisa ſworn enemy to Chriſt and the Goſpel, No 
ſooner came the holy Jeſus into the world but Satan devi- 
ſed his overthrow, Firſt he ſet Herod his proxie awork, 
who by a de(parate ſtratagem thought to have involved 
him in the maſlacre of the martyred Innocents, thart fail- 

ing, the Devil comes and perſonally holds a conteſt with 
: D 3 him 
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him in the wilderneſs, thinking to toil him as he did our 
firſt parentsin the Garden of Z4ex, No ſooner was the 
Goſpel propagated, but he ſtirred up Jews and Gen- 
tiles, Epicureans and Stoicks, and all che kingdoms of 
the Earth,leaſt it ſhould run and be glorified, When Saint 
Pawl would have come to Theſſa/onica,Satan hindred him 
and afterwards when Chriſtianity got ſome footing, how 
did he ſtir up the Roman Emperors who battered it with 
ten ſucceſſive perſecutions z more eſpecially he got F#- 
ta lian to uſe pohcy as well as power , whoſtrove to raze the 
;:, #6 Chrifia- Ame of Chriſt from under heaven, commanding that 
norm liberi the children of Chriſtians ſhould nor be trained up in Arts 
—_ 4% andSciences,that the vail of darkneſs and ignorance might 
tiles perdiſce- Cover their faces, and ſo Chriſt and Golpel myſteries 
rent, wiv: b3- night be riddles to them, Bur ler us havea care of ſuch 
audirent, So= A Carnage 25 this, Who ever magnified himſelf againſt 
zom, {ib.5. Chriſt and proſpered ? who can brag of his triumphs 0- 
"7-17*- verthe Sonof God? the fatal Exit of Antiochus, Faliay, 
Vide Hieron.ad Maxentins and ſuch like, may diſcourage us from ſuch at- 


Heliodor.lib.2, pa What are we to ſtand it out againſt Divinity? A 


EO of glaſs toa head of braſs? There 1s as great a diſpro- 
Exquiſuior cru- portion berwixt a victorious Meſſiah and a frail mortal, 
delitas veſtra ' 25, betwixtthe thiſtle and the Cedar in Lebanon , the 
bs, —_ {mall Ant and the great Behemoth, whoſe bones are as 
ef ficimur 9u0- pteces of Braſs and barrs of Iron, Neither let us lay blocks 
ſumnef (,,. the way of the Goſpel, it is che truth and ſhall prevail, 
21s Chriſtia- it hath the feal of Heaven upon it, and the malice of 
vorum, Terul. Earth and Hell ſhall never foil it: therefore fer this be our 
wn, 70% /- paffionare wiſh that in all chingsrhe Lord Jeſus may have 
the preheminence,that all the kingdoms of the earth may 

be the kingdoms of the Lord and of hisChrift ; and that 

the Houſe of the Lord may beeftabhſhed upon the tops of 

the mountams, and all nations may flow thither, AD. 

2, The 
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2, The Devil ſpends his rime in enticing men to fin: 
he hath his =» and yoxugle his depths and devices ag Rev: 2+ 24- 
the Scripture ſpeaks, he can ſuit himſelf co all humours, Spore 
and diſh up meat for every palate ; he hath an Apple for + »eteris ce 
Eve, a Grape for Noah, a Bag for Fudas, and changes of {;,;1., © 11. 
Raiment for Gehezi, Rather chen men ſhall keep the pir nov irineris 
even way he will draw them to ſome extream or other, 5""* ©". | 
either make them lean to an old ſuperſtition, or cheat © 
them with a new light or revelation, or cauſe them to be 
given up t0a ranting licentiouſneſs : bur let us not be the 
Devils journey-men in alluring men to fin: we have 
tranſgreſſions enough of our own, and had not need to 
have the bloud of others to anfwer for; therefore let us nor 
put the bortle to our neighbour, nor fay , Come caſt in thy 
lot amongſt us; ot lay a ſtumbling block as Balaam did; 5;1aure mer- 
bur ler us rather induce men to holinefs by our ſavoury dis «f 2 mor- 
counſels and pious examples, Let us ſee it we can ſtop {7H <2 
the furious Fehnes in their march rowards Hell and eter- dang 
nal Damnation, Seeif we can make the Shwnammite re- 14429 me 
turn, and haſt the Prodigal home to his fathers houſe, INS 
knowing that he who converts a ſinner from the errour of his '*+ Gregor. 
way, ſhall ſave a foul from death, and ſhall hide a multitude 
of ſins, as it is, Fames 5, 20, 

3. The Devil is a flanderer, an accuſer, for ſo his name ,., 
imports, hence he is ſtiled Rev. 1.2, 10, the accuſer of the re«ſſsopm Dia. 
brethren who accaſes them before God day and night, he > »t ſerve: 
ſpoke evil of Fob ro God,and told him if he touched his renin. > 
fleſh he would curſe him to the face, Thus he calumnia- ri9ſum nomes 
ted mo the high Prieſt and the Church of 1ſrae, till {3% font 
the Lord rebuked him: and to our ſhame be it ſpoken, ma- qui conſciemis 
ny come too nigh Satan in this particular, they ſtrive con- ſan A 
rinually ro defame their brethren and'to make their names rumeribus ſor- 
which ſhould beas a pretious ointment, like the ſnuff of a {idewwr, 

pany TE 


T be Charatter of 


| their A- 
five and —_— all cheir 
we at bours c tion, 
= by gon Arne A — he faeces 
, ric the : 1s [0 Cx he Prim 
rithme blerve n this hus t { re- 
and ar CP __ d with nick holy actions 4 others 
Sh mu were _— al; all _ I F in May ty th = 
Chri by men 0 tullian, It was 1et an 
ch, by 1 ade Ter gies; and as ofa qu if he 
et __ NET —— CR ſeem 
—_—_— &'San- none 6. he pa then he Juſtification by - ro g00d 
teſtan leton. date ſtirring the of Ju incline it 
der. Stap vide le . eand doctrine ; he be in —— al mer . 
x pond 7 activ for the 43 » and if fag Papiſtic Charir 
pe eng wwe and up 5 olifidian 7 n he 15 10 Chriſtian x4 
aenidee. ennors | nted a eds, the eciſe Cl nd hope 
erita,cap. accou alms-deeds, and ex | things,a none, 
ſet. wh —_—_ RR of _ = 10a in na be « and 
et eVui, ts ; X 
—_— abc cnet dn rn —_ out —_—_ 
Weng c m V R Nie or 41 
bal, greem all _ Ccadillo S,51 d, let us —__ ” and Faphe the 
1: .8e.Parlde IT nn _—_— wie fiore bin pry. 
ak _ if our __ chebovesns if we =_— Apoſtle ſays, 
2, Trattar, d ſhame: els. 2 in” ast 
an . kedn ? ering . thar 
| cover mere conn __—_ as WE ———_— 
$ {pir Ito al(o f pride: to ſhop 
es may atſo fnll of p h ſeems hat a, Biſt 
our ſelv he Devil is d (o muc ded t faith) 
(= "Y an _—_ mman ro the 4 
4. T imitive fin, IT 15 CO lycome ation 
Prim where it enewly ondemn 
was his ; S; 6, ; hat 15,0N nto the c ſtacy 3 
6's enITim, vice(t ; efall i is Apo 
—_— "hath rene ae —_— 
de,Piſcat. . is he d hi bou 
pide eing pu : and this ur lec chatl a 
ir Aug Tp Devi , + haughty wo with m—_ ms +: 
> roars hk 4 ſſed Saviour, h ic may 
inflatum, wn our ble 5 thoug 
luifſe nomi #ft, of M oſe : 
Deum,in qu body 
na; ( nove 
Teſt, 


- ——— 


—O— — 


—_— 


an Heavenly Converſation. 
propoſed in theſe altercations, And thus he remains a defi- 
er of God,an oppoſite to Jeſus Chriſt,and a ſworn enem 

to the ſons of Adam, Bur let us avoid this fin : And firit 
let us take heed of an Actheiſtical pride. Some live as if 
they were Independents, and were not obliged to the glo- 
rious God : with Pherycidgs they laugh at a Deity, eſteem 
the exerciſes of Religion as a piece of Pageantry' jeſt at 
Heaven and Hell = the Myſteries of the Kingdom, as if 
they were deluſive Do&rines, and the moſt Romantick 
fooleries, Burt this pride will be humbled ere long: God 
ſometimes takes them to rask here, and makes them 
fired Beacons of his indignation, that others may hear and 
fear, and do no more ſo wickedly ; and if ſuch benot mer 
with preſently, yet He whom it may be with F#/ian,they 
call the Carpenters Son, will provide a Cofhn, ( and a 


worſe thing too) for them ( as the holy man predicted,) 590m. 4b. 6. 


cap. 2. 


2, Others have a ſpiritual conceitednels; they look 
upon themſelves as the Grandees of Religion; the great 
Monopolizers of Grace and Piety ; the chariots: of 1[rgel 
and the horſemen thereof: they look on others as punies 


and underlings, and, yaunt it with the Phariſee, Gad 1 . 


thank thee I am not a5 other men are: If a man have been 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, or with Moſes be $kil- 
ledin-the learning of the Egyptians ; th etheir 
heads at him as an Epicweay or a Stoick : AS if ſpiritual 


graces and natural acquirements could not reſide inoneand _ 
the ſame ſubject. If there be another that ſtrives to: be an © 


aQive Chriſtian rather then a talking one , they hoot ar 
himas a ceremonious Legaliſt, and paſs their rath cenſures 
upon the ſobereſt Saints, aSif they were acquainted with 
the counſels of Heayen, and knew who were Apoſtles and 
who Apoſtates: but know, God hath not intailed- his 
grace and fayour upon two or o_ individuals, TR09 is 

a foun- 
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a foantain ſet openfor F#dah and Feruſalem; and in every 

nation, he that feareth- God and worketh righteouſneſs, is 

accepried by him, And ſurely 1 ſhould moſt diſtruſt thoſe 

perſons that boaſt they are {o cock-ſure of ſalyation, that 

brag in every company of ſhinings and ſealings, of ſonſhip 

and adoption: certain I am, thetrueſt Chriſtians work our 

their ſalvation with fear and trembling, and walk humbly 

with their God: That traveller always makes the leaſt 

noiſe that hath the greateſt charge of treaſure, Therefore 

let us be cloathed with humilityz let us confeſs with 

Pera pietae- Aqby ham, weare but as duſt and aſhes before the Lord ; 
"ud. and learn of Chriſt to be meek and lowly in Spirit, utter- 
#iras gravis jng the Publicans miſerere, God be merciful to us ſinners, 
of aſpeirate Andletus havean affeRionate carriage rowards our bre- 
- is Corinth, thren, let thelaw of kindneſs be in our tongue, account- 
13 4+ ing our ſelves rather with the holy Apoſtle the greateſt 
of finners,and the leaſt of Saints;,and owning all the pro- 

fefſours of the truth as members of the ſame myſtical body, 


whereof Fe(us Chriſt « the head, 

There be ſeveral other particulars in which we may imi- 
tare Satan.z asin his Apoſtacy, envy and-malice, luſting 
Qs iiferri a- £O do miſchief, which I ſhall not now infift upon , all 
liquando impios yghich we are to avoid as ſo many rocks and precipices in 


uamebrem hoc 


yon dimitt, 


ne" imey Our paſſage to the land of promiſe: knowing this, thar 
quenquam; e that are fellows with him in {tn, ſhall be co-partners 
peftore, *'9g% with him in puniſhment, and ſhall rake up their lodgings 
Ks i» ter. With him in the infernal dungeons, where they ſhall do 
go, pſ. d ſevere penance for their impieties, till eternity confeſs a 
Conftane./ib.2. peri od. 
OE But rather be we exhorted to follow the beſt examples, 
Uſe laſt, and to chooſe the ſafeſt road, even' that path which the 
bleſſed Angels have chalked- out unto vs, Every noted 
Philoſopher of old had his train, to whom his dictates 
were 
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were as ſo many Oracles, and who received his precepts 
with the higheſt reverence and veneration, let us not then 
flight theſe noble Heroes, who do afford us an exat me- 
thod and lively repreſentations of our incumbent duty, 5; ,..,qurian 
Let us not fit and pore upon the earth, make circles in the habemns fami- 
duſt, and rye our (elves to the modes and forms of de- #7 —_ 
praved mortais,when we have ſuch a rare copy and exem- lice, cavenda 
plar given us by thoſe Divine intelligences, Let not our ar Lyog 
untamed paſſions hurry us out of the ſtrait road of piety j;; mazime ex- 
and vertue, leſt we vex their ingenuousnatures, and cauſe ercemdum, qui- 
them to deplore our ſad excurſions and eccentrical moti- 1 3172s 
ons, - But let it be our care and ſtudy to perte& holineſs in Bernard, * 
the fear of the Lord, that they may rejoyce over us, and 
congratulate our proficiency. In a word to wind up all, 
let our Purity be conſpicuous, and our Unity be obli- 

ing; Let our Order be exaR, and our obedience Univer- 
fat Let our abſtratedneſs from the world be through, 
and real, our praiſes large and perſevering ; then ſhall we 
truly be 114201, like to the Angels as in duty, ſoinglo- 
ry z then ſhall we be taken up to them ro mount Stop 
and the new Feruſalem which is above, where we ſhall ſee 
God face to face, and know even as alſo we are known, 
where our heads (hall be environed with glorious Crowns, 
our hands dignified with graceful Palms , our bagies clo- 
thed with garments of light and immorrality,our 
alſo ſhall always ſound out Canticles of Triumph, to t 
ever bleſſed and adored Trinity, even that of the Saints 
and Angels, Bleſsing, honour, glory and power be unto him 
that ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and 
ever, Amin, . 
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